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T has always been the 
Complaint of thoſe who 
have written the Lives of 


n 
ZZ5 0, 
. 


Men of Letters, that the 
Materials they afford are in- 
en E221 | ſufficient to furniſh out an 

— entertaining Diſcourſe. It 

is indeed the Men of Action from whom 

we fy ah for Incidents to render what 


we ſay agreeable; for it is Action alone. 
which can give us Occaſion of preſenting the 
Reader with Affairs which employ their 
Hopes, their Wiſhes, and their Exp 
Men of the Pen are generally plac'd out of 
the active Part of Life. Contemplation or 
Reflection take up their Time and Buſineſs, 
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| $ ; N hg will ſpend. it as ſordidly as he obtain d ; 


furprizing Nee are ch begs ſeldom! fall ind : 
the way of Men of Wit and Learning. And | 
note are more remov'd from this than the 
Tribe of Parnaſſus: For of all Mankind they 
are the moſt indolent, and the leaſt engag*d in 
Ambition, Avarice, or any of their Conſe- 
quences. Their Obſervations on the Folly 
of the Ambitious, and the Covetous, and the 
Contempt they have for Aims which have 
really nothing in them of ſolid or rational, 
renders them incapable of thoſe turns of For. | 
tune which the active part of Mankind ex · 
perience. #2} 
Pleaſure ſeems heir Idol to which they fa 
crifice all other Conſiderations, and they think 
Life ſo ſhort and uncertain, that to ch. 
away the flecting Hours in the perſuit of Gain 
or Power, is to give up a certain Enjoyment 
for a viſionary Good, of which the Perſon# 
who takes the Pains is f ure to gain no man- 
ner of Benefit, and he only labours to leave 
an enormous Eſtate to ſome worthleſs Heir 


it. 
This is ſufficient to ſnew the general Bent 
of Men of Wit and Letters; how far they 
are in the Right, depends on the Opinion of 
every Man who judgesof other Men's Acti- 
ons by his own Inclinations. One of the Mes 
guls Notions in TOR ud eclare lor 
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 Thatbuſ & Eniet with a Humane, oul : 

Care for it ſelf, while at m Elf I e, 

Aud ſecond Cauſes did the ook 3 
Or, if I woud-take Care, that Cate ois, be 


For Wi that a the Vi 


? OF: "© , Deen 2 * 


Vwoulc condemn this Indolence and Nevl 
dhe Favours of ortune as unga e tn 
' 2 Treſpaſs Pg our own Intereſt an 


Reſpected by all 
ten and neglected for his Poverty i is inca- 


himſelf on his Enemies. Poor, ſhort 
and uneaſie Pleaſure in my Opinion, and 
ſcarce worth all our Pains} Fatigue, flavifh* 
every ons to his Guſto. Never perhaps, Was 


 Avarics 1 were ſo general, and the encourage- 
1 4 8 . e 


Vorlg,and liv tte 
gte , 1 


But i it! were ad Avaritious dt Ambitiob ious M 
Perſog' Who, were to paſs his] 1 Ns 


vantage; that wWe are oblig'd to raiſe our 14. RY 

”mily and make FEIgure in the World; that 
Power and W 4 7 te us conſi derable and 

f while he that is c. 


pable of gratifying his Friends, or bored 


Submiſſions, and the like, to obtain ; but : 


an Age or Nation in which. the perſuits of 
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ment” of Virwe and Merit of any kind 0 


neglected and deſ pis d. 
Mr. N 7 cherley was a Perſon. who ſet out 


with all the Advantages of raiſ ig a Boren, «| 
and making as conſiderable a Figure in the 
World as ny o yet no Man improved 5 


them leſs to his own Benefit. 


He was the Son of—Wcherley Eſq; inShrop- 1 
ſhire, not far from Shrewsbary, who. had an 


Eſtate of above Six hundred Pounds a Year ; 


he gave his Son, the Subject of our preſent 
' Diſcourſe, all the Education which was ne. 


ceſſary to enable him to make a Figure in 
that Poſt of Life to which he deſigned him, 


the Law ; for after an Univerſity Edu 


( cation, he was plac'd in one of our Inns of 

Court, I think the Midale. Temple, and he 
N Wanted no bright Parts to make a Progreſs 
in that Way, and gain that Vogue and Re- 


putation Which naturally produces Wealth 
and Power. But his Temper and Inclinati- 
ons had taken another Bent; he appear'd in 
the Town at a Time when Wit and Galety 
had a great Vogue, and Nature had fur- 
niſpꝰd him with fo ſprightly a Wit, that the 
_<Ary Study of the Law afforded him but lit- 


.tle ſatis faction. 
His free Parts ſoon recommended bin to 
the Beaux Eſprits of thoſe Times; and he 
was careſs d by all the Men of Pleaſure and 
Wit as a Perſon that deſerv'd an univerſal Ap- 


planſe for Talents which 8 then calPd 


above 


Pa - Lo d 4 awed A 3 
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above FR dull i Plodding Way of * Men of 


the Long Robe. 
But When he had publiſbod 8 of his 


Plays, and other things of a Poctick Nature 


he was univerſally admir'd, and reckon'd in 
the firſt Rank of Comic Poets, and the next 
excellent to Ben. Johnſon. His Plays are four 


in Number, viz. The , Gentleman Dancjne= 
Malter. Love in 4 Mood, or St. James's Park. 
The Country Wife. And "The Plaia-Dealer, the 


moſt excellent of his Comedies, of which 


ſays Mr. DRYDEN. * The Author, whom 1 
« am proud to call my Friend, has oblig d 


« all Honeſt and Virtuous Men, by one of 
« the moſt Bold, moſt General, and moſt 
© Uſeful Satire's, which has been preſented 
on the Engliſh Theater. 

But notwithſtanding the evident Merit of 
this Comedy, the Author did not eſcape the 
Cenſure of the Judges, who found Fault with 
it for what no other Play in any Language 


cou'd be arraign'd for, and that is becauſe 


there was too much Wit in it. 1 ſhou'd not 
take notice of this Objection, did I not find it 
in {o-juſt a Criticiſm as the Duke of Buckine 


ham 5 ESSAT oa POET RT, in theſe Words, 
4 ee often does 4, 8 


Is, when the of ſome great "= ſhall, 
So overflow, that is, be none at all. 
That ev'n his Fools [peak Senſe, as if Poſſe ; 
Aud cach by * ation breaks his Jeſt. 
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which was ſo expenſive a Remedy, that he 
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This noble Judge ſeerns to make it à fre. 


quent Fault, but T confeſs I can find none 
bur Mr. HMycherley guilty of it. But ther at 
the ſame Time, we muſt do him the Juſtice to 


ſay, that he has Humour, and Plot, and all 
the other neceſſaries of a juſt Comedy 
and his abounding in Wit is a Crime that will 


never as far as I can gueſs run into Practice 


ſo as to require a Rule againſt it. Beſides, 


tho? Mr. Wyzherley's Fools break their Jeſts, 
et are thoſe Jeſts ſo far inferiour to the Re- 


ections and Wit of bs People of Senſe, that 
they may be allow'd Fools in coipariſon of 


the other Characters; I confeſs Mr. Wicher- 


l:y's Fools may paſs for Men of Wit in ſome of 
our modern Plays; but Mr. Wycherley was no 
common Playwrizht, Monſieur de Rothfocault, 
ſo fuflous for his admirable Reflections, falls 
Mort of thoſe of Mr. Wycherley even in the 
Plain. Dealer alone. No Man ſeems to have 


known Humane Nature better, nor to 122 
expreſs'd her Fortunes with more Force and 


JJ 

During this gay time of his Life, he mar- 
ry*d the Counteſs of D#oghada, who was Mi- 
ſtreſs of a plentiful Fortune, with whom he 
liv'd Happily and Honourably ; and his Con- 


duct was fo agreeable to her, that ſhe ſettled 


her whole Fortune upon him. But after her 
Death her Relations ſeiz'd the Eftate, and 
Mr. Mycherley had no Relief but the Law, 
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- || was unable to carry it on without the aſſiſts -., 


4 ” 


8 || ance of his Father. 
| Laid faciant Leges abi ſola pecunia regnat. 


LF His Father was not a ney, be influeac'd 


„ x $ 


e || by him to part with Money 
„ luable a Coaſideration, for what by his na- 

„ tural Avarice, and what by his little tender- 
. ceſs for ſodeſerving a Son, he could by no. / 
t means be prevaild with to ſupply this ne- 

f ceſſary Demand ; ſo that he perſu'd this 
Point by his own Credit till his Debts ia - 
ff Ml creafing,and his Creditors impatient, or diffi- 
dent of the Cauſe, caſt him into Priſon. 

„ Aengate was the firſt Scene of his oa. 
Is finement, where yet his good Humour had 1 
e not forſaken him, for writing to a Friend a 
e Deſcription of the Place, and his Converſa- 1 
1 tion there, he tells him, that of thoſe good: and 9 
1 honeft Friends and Companions, every Seſſians es þ 
was deprived of one or more, who taking the Air to 
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r. Paddington, ſeldom liv'd to come back. From | 
1 hence he remov?d himſelf by a Habeas Core Wn | i 
0 pus to the Fleet, where he continued ſever, jp 
-  Yearsin a cloſe Impriſonment, almoſt for- _ 


d | got by his old Friends, till in the Reign of & ||; 
er i King James the Second, ſome of them be:. 
d fpcaking the Plain-Dealer, got the King te 
„dhe Play, whodeclaring his Approbation ob 
the Poet's Performance, they improv'd his -. i 
= 0 liking 
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liking ſo far as to get him to deliver him fro•m 
his long Confinement. But here the Mo- 
deſty of the Man did him a conſiderable 
Prejudice, for inſtead of giving in a full Lift 
of his Debts, he only mention'd thoſe, the 


* diſcbarge of which wou'd ſet him at Liber- 


ty, which was done with this additional 
Bounty, that the ſame KING allow'd him 
Two hundred Pounds a Year as long as he 
| Reign'd; and this was the reaſon that made 
Mr. WTCHERLETY always 4 Jacobite, 4 
much better excuſe than any Man elſe in the 
Kingdom cou'd pretend to. 'Tho*yperhaps_ 
right Reaſon would not have carry'd his 
Gratitude ſo high, ſince all private Qbliga- 
tions ought to give way, to the Publick 
Good, and Affairs were broughn by that un- 
_ fortunate Prince to ſuch an Extremity, that 
either he muſt-be laid aſide, or all our Laws, 
Liberties and Religion be ſacrific'd to him 
and his Crew of Prieſts and Jeſuits, who 
wou'd be ſatisfy'd with no leſs conſiderable a 
Victim: 5 „„ „ 
Before theſe Misfortunes fell on Mr. Mycher- 
ley, IJ have been told his Converſation was 
ſprightly and extreamly engaging, but Con- 
finement, and the trouble of it, bad deſtroy'd 
that Gaiety ; yet he was always eaſy in Com- 
pany, and never ſaid a rude or 1mpertinent I 
thing ; he was far from being Talkative, or af 
ſuming upon his uncommon Merit. ; 
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| Tamnot- ſurpriz'd that he at laſt found __ | 
Friends to ſpeak in his behalf, but wonder 


more that they had been ſo long ſilent in ſo ho- 

nourable a Cauſe; he having been himſelf al- 

5 ways ready to make uſe of his own Intereſt 
for Men of Merit. A Story he told me him- 
ſelf, will ſhow how little regard, even our 
Wits of Quality have to Men of the greateſt 

Merit. . 

The late Duke of BUCK,ING HAM 
was a Man eminent for his Wit and expen- 
ſive Temper, Mr. BVT LE R the Author 

of HUDIBRAS wanted ſuch a Patron 
to take Care of him, and Mr. WICHERLEY 
had made it his Buſineſs for ſome Time, to 

{ engage the Duke to an Interview over a 

8 Bottle, where Mr. BUTLER might have 

the Opportunity of exerting his good Qua- 
lities, and pleaſant Humour, which were ex- 
treamly entertaining when he lik'd his Com- 
pany. At laſt he fix'd the Duke one Even» 
ing at the Cock in Saffolk-ſtreer, "They met, 
were very pleaſant, and all things ſeem'd to = 
anſwer Mr. WICHERLET's deſign, but of a Bf 
ſuddain they heard the ſqueaking of Fiddles, _ 
and the chattering of Whores in an adjacent 
Room ; this was a Temptation the Duke 
cou'd not reſiſt, he gives them the ſlip, aud 
cou'd never be afterwards fix d to renew fo 
noble a Converfation. Which verifies a Sa- 
; n upon him by Mr. PRI OR. 
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Io keep « Creature merely for his Mit. 


It is no uncommon thing to find Men of 


Quality and Fortune, who value not their 
Money, but will throw it away with all the 


Prodigality in the World on Whimſies and 


Frolicks; but it is obſervable, that this 
Nation has neyer produc'd one Perſon of 
Diſtinction that deferv'd the Name of a Pa- 


tron of the Muſes. We may perhaps except 


Two Gentlemen, Sir PHILIP SIDNET, and 


the late Lord. DORSET. The firſt indeed 


was every way qualify'd for one, as having 
himſelf written an Apo/ogy for Poetry, im 


which he ſhow'd himſelf a perſect Maſter 
and Judge of that Art, and did exert his Fame 


in the behalf of the Great SPENSER, who 
after his Death may be ſaid to ſtarve. The 
latter was likewiſe every way a compleat 
Gentleman, and did many Favours to the 

5 f having ſo great 
a Genius, and with it an extreme good Na- 
ture and Humanity, which extended to N 


ſome ho ſcarce Merited his Protection. 


Beſides theſe, I cannot find any one who 
can put in the leaſt juſt Claim to the Title of 
Patron; as if our Great Men thought true 


Poetry not worth their Care, and that it was 


below their Dignity, Gravity, or Wiſdom ; 


_ tho? the Common-wealth of Aihens, and the 


birighteſt 


Opinion; | tho? - Auguſtus Ceſar, Mecenas, 
Meſſala, and other eminent Romans, among 
whom I muſt place Cicero, took a pleaſure in 
protecting this Art and its Maſters ; tho' the 


1 


greateſt Politician of 


in every Week for a Converſation with ſome 
eminet Poet for the Improvement of the 
Art; tho? a King of Hungary, and of Na- 


ples, and the Founder of the Family of the 


Medici were as conſpicuous for their Zeal 


for the Belles. Lettres as for Politics, tho? our 
Cæur de Lion was himſelf a Poet, and a greae 


Patron of the celebrated Poets of that Age, 


T mean the Provincial Bards, yet our 


Petty States-Men think - themſelves above 
this Talk, imagining it a fort of Diſ- 


grace to their Underſtandings, while A- 


varice and a mean Ambition, not to deſcend 
to more ſcandalousParticulars find them per- 
fect Biggots, even to the forfeiture very often 


of common Senſe and Reaſon, and this eſpeci- 
ally ſince the prevalence of Parties, the 


carrying on ſome deſtructire Intrigue of 


their Expences. 1 
Ben. Johaſos indeed Obſerves, that he has 


State, ee, all their Applications and 


known many a Man make his — 


-Poetry, who has only made it his Miſtreſs, 
but none who has made it his Wife. Yet 
Mr. Wjcherley was not one of the latter, ſince 


0 


theſe late Ages Riches, 
lieu, did the ſame, and ſet apart one Day 
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he writ not for Benefit, or ever made it his 
Livelyhood, and yet all his Merits cou'd not 
promote his Fortune, becauſe he had writ- 
ten Plays, as if that were ſufficient to deſtroy 
all his Hopes and Proſpects, tho? they were 
ſo excellent in their Kind, that they will be 
admir'd and valu'd as long as our Language 
is underſtood. Yet even here we have great 
Generals, and the greateſt of Emperors who 
| have aim'd at the ſame Thing; Scipio and 
Lelius jom'd with Terence, if they writ not 
his Plgs ; Scylla at the Siege of Athens writ a 
Tragedy, and Auguſtus Ceſar endeavour'd at 
the ſame. My Lord Rocheſter alter'd the 
Play of Valentinian; the late Duke of Buck= 
inzham beſides his admirable” Farce call'd the 
Rehearſal, alter d the Chances ; and Mr.Waller 
the Maids Tragedy. But indeed all theſe Per- 
formances except that of Terence were ex- 
\tr mely defective; and I know'of no No- 
bleman, or Man of Fortune that has done 
any thing valuable in that kind. I muſt Wh 1 
here except two Tragedies alter d "Ow, 
Shakeſpear by the preſent Duke of Buckings, 
hamſhire, which are excellent, eſpecially 
the laſt, of the Death of Brutus; for I have t 
had the Honour of ſeeing them, and found I} 
in them the Spirit of Shakeſpear throughout, 
5 temper'd with more Judgment and Con- 
mT. 1 - ©. | „ 
But to return from this Digreſſion, into | © 
which Mr. Mycherleyꝰs Zeal far the Service of b 


| Mr. 
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Mr. Butler has led me, when he came to 
want the Aſſiſtance of thoſe great Men with 


whom he⸗ had been ſo intimate, and who had 

careſs'd him ſo much for his Wit and agree- 
able Converſation when he wanted not their 
Help, found no better Fate in his Adverſity 
than Mr. Butler had done, and fo for near 
Twenty Years, dragg'd on an uneaſie Life - 
in Want; till at laſt his Father was(prevail'd 


on to take ſome Care of him, tho? of very 
little Conſequence, and with a great deal of 


Diffidence; ſo that when he. was in the 


Country with him, as he expreſs'd it in a 


Letter to Mr. Drydez, he ſet a fort of Guar- 
dian over him to attend him where ever he 
went, as if he were a Minor; and you know 
ſays he, in this Letter, that I am a Chopping 


Minor, being then above Fifty Years of Age. 


In a few Years after, his Father dy'd and 
left him his Eſtate, but only as Tenant for 
Lite ; and yet with a Power to ſettle a Join- 


ture of Five Hundred Pounds per Annum up- 


on any Lady he ſhou'd Marry. 
Not long after this, the Relations of the 
Lady Drogheda, who poſſeſs'd her Eſtate, 
thought fit to pay him Fifteen hundred 
Pounds for his Right in the ſaid Eſtate. 
Mr. Whcherley paid his Creditors as far as 
it would go, which made him pretty eaſie 


| for a while, and now he ſet himſelf to look 


over thoſe Poetical Papers which he had by 
him, and the Lucubrations of all his Life, at 
* 5 lein 
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I kiſure Hours. The very Titles of Which 
Were more entertaining than the Books of 


ſeveralother Authors; and in the Year 1704, 
be Publiſh'd a Folio Volume, Intituled, Miſc | * 
celleny Poems: As Satires, Epiſtles, Love- Ver- | 

. ſes, Songs, Sownets, &c. with this Motto, 
ES Et precor Integra, i 
| Cum mente nec T ur pem Senect am, ; l 
Degere, nec Cithara carentem: Hor, ff \ 

Lib. I. Ode 31. *** 

h 


Io this Work was prefix d his Effigies, || ; 
finely done in Metzo-Tinto, with theſe || * 
Words of Virgil under it, Quantum Matatus 

—_— „ 
And tho' it had not the ſucceſs in the Sale \ 
as might have been expected from ſo celebra- f 
ted a Name, it was by an imprudent Ma- 
nagement in undertaking it himſelf, and 

Printing it at his own Coſt and Charges; I 

whereas if he had made it the Property of T 

a Bookſeller, 1n all probability it wou'd have \ 

had a more lively Run. I ſhall not preſume F, 

here to give a Character of the Work, but c 

ſhall kave that to the general excellent Cha- ||| - 


racter of the preſent Lord Lanſdomn of the 5 
Author and all his Writings, which is here- Ig 
unto adjoin d. N 110 
As P, 


% "5 
8 A 
* 
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4s the Conduct of ſome of his Acquain- 
|: tance of Wills Coffee-Houſe, in regard of 
| theſe Poems was, What was by no means a- 
" {| greeable to Mr. Mycherley, ſoit caus'd a Cold- 
neſs between them, eſpecially on our Au- 
» || thor's ſide, who cou'd not but reſent a Beha- 
I viour he thought the Effect of either Igno- 
rance or Envy. + | 1 1 
This made Way to his Reception of ſome 
Men into his Favour and Intimacy, by their 
Deference to this Book, who wou'd never 
have been admitted to, that Favour without 


ſo particular, and taking a Bribe. 

About this time there came to Town, and 

to Mills, dne Pope, a little diminuitive Crea- 
ture, who had got a ſort of Knack in ſmooth 

© vercification, and with it was for ſetting up 

7 tor a Wit and a Poet. But unknown as he 

J | v5, furniſh'd with a very good Aſſurance, 
and a Plauſible, at leaſt Cringing Way of 


E Ilaſinuation, firſt got acquainted with that 
Ingenious Gentleman and excellent Critick 
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ur. Walſh, who was pleas'd to bear with | 
E ; £ V Bas 4B | | 
bis Impertinence, and ſuffer his Company 
_ ſometimes to divert himſelf either with his 1 
a Figure or forward Ignorance. For a Man 
* of Wit may find an agreeable Diverſion in 


the Company of a pretending Fool ſome- 
umes, provided that the Interviews are 
* ſhort and ſeldome. But this gave this young 
Foetaſter an Opinion of himſelt, and that he 
muſt have ſomething extraordinary in him 

| | N F 
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tobe admitted to ſuch a Converſation, not 
onſidering that Men of eſtabliſh'd Repura- 
tion, and Men of eftabliſh'd Fortune and 
Power, are always haunted by theſe: who 
have neither themſelves, in hope to gain 
them by their Aſſiduity and Addreſs. =» 
From this Acquaintantance he advances to 
that of Mr. Wycherley, then diſguſted with 
the Wits; him he follows, attends and crin- 
ges to in all Places, and at all Times, and; 
makes his Courtly Reflections on ſuch as he 5 
found not very much in his good Graces. |}, 
I remember I was once to wait on Mr. f 
Hgcherley, and found in his Chamber this lit- I 
tle £/ppic ſort of an Animal in his owncropt Ie 
Hair, and Dreſs agreeable to the Foreſt he 
came from. I confeſs the Gentleman was 
very ſilent all my ſtay there, and ſcarce ut- in 
ter'd three Words on any Subject we talk'd I, 
of, nor cou'd I gueſs at what fort of Crea: I. 
ture he was, and ſhou'd indeed have gueſsd Hh. 
all the Pretences of Mankind round before 7) 
I ſhou'd have imagined him a Wit and Po- N ch 
et. I thought indeed he might be ſome Te- N 
nant's Son of his, who might make his Court 
for continuance in his Leaſe on the Deceaſe 
of his Ruſtick Parent, but was ſufficiently 
furpriz?d, when Mr. Mycherley afterwards 
told me he was Poetically inclin'd, and writ 
tolgrably Imooth. Verſes. s 
Not long afterthisI found a Copy of Ver- 
ſes of Mr. Wycherley's to him, on his Paſte- 
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Mevius, nor the like; and this has 
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4 15 which happening to pleaſe ſome of tjñe f. 


Town, this young Gentleman's Vanity of 
being Author of them deſtroy'd his other 
Vanity of being peruſed by fo conſiderable 
2 Perſon, for he was pleag'd to own, that he 
writ them himſelf tho? in his own Praiſe. 


Tho' Mr. Wycherley's Picque at that Time, 
to greater Men, had made way for hisadmit- 
ting ſuch a Wretch as this into his Conver- 
ation and Intimacy, yet he was all his Life 
beſides more cautious of his Friendſhips, the 
Brighteſt and moſt Excellent always e- 
ſteem'd him, and he reciprocally them, hav- 
ing all along a Contempt for pretending 
Coxcombs. Thus he was eſteem'd by the Ro- 
cheſters, the Puckingham's the Howards, the Dry- 
leni, the Ethereges, and the Denniſes; and livd 
na Friendly and Intimate Correſpondence 
with them, being mutually eſteem'd of them, 
and eſteeming them. Among others I might 
here quote his Familiar Letters to Mr. 
Dennis, which are annex'd, and will ſhow 
the good Senſe and fine Raillery, he was 
Maſter o. 1 


Thus in Rome there was an Intimacy be- 
tween Virgil, Horace, Tucca, Varius and 


ſome other eminent Wits, whilſt many more 


were not admitted to that Familiarity; but 
among them was no Fantius, no Baviu, and 
given a 
handle 


handle to ſome eminent Men among us, and 
ſome Pretenders, to inſtance this Friendly 


deſere'd the Reputations they had gained; 


nay, {ome of our Modern Writers wou'd fain 


in themſelves, wou'd never have gain'd their 


in them, who knew how to diſtinguiſh be- | 
* tween a Man of Merit anda Pretender; and 


mine, encourage or diſcountenance Merit, 


5 { | 
4 * 5 1 5 
* * 


Correſpondence of the Wits of the Auguſtan. 
Aze againſt the Critics, who have thought 
fir to aitack ſuch, who in reality have not 


have us believe (tho' without any Ground 
in Reaſon) that they ow'd ſome of their 
Succeſs to the Praiſes they gave one another, 
which without a foundation of ſolid Merit 


a qr, ol} oo Er 1 


Point with Poſterity. 


But admitting this to be Fact, I cannot 
find out the Force of it in our Days and Na- It 


tion. In that Age Arts flouriſhed, and were It 


protected and rewarded by admirable Judges 0 


Horace, Virgil, Tucca, Varius,Owvid,Tibullus &c. 
were Men who had real and undoubted de- 
ſert, which all Times and Nations ſince 
have confirm'd ; but that therefore every 
Paultry Scribler of our Times, when the 
Taſte of the Town is ſo abominably de- 
bauch'd, and no Mæcenas or Aug uſtus to deter- 


or Pretence, ſhou'd ſet up for the Priviledge 
of being inviolable for the ſucceſs of a few tl 


Days, Weeks or Months; when Bavius and 9: 


7 | 
Mevius, at leaſt Fannius are likely to car: I {i 


3 


the Prize from Virgil himſelf, is a Point 


never to be granted. 


We know that Milton himſelf lay unre-. 5 


garded for ſome Years, when Seteies Em- 
preſs of Morocco had the Vogue of the Town, 
and the Applauſe of all, or moſt of the fre- 
quenters of the Theatres, both Male and 
Female ; and this in a Time which was 


alld the Augaſtaz- Age of Engliſh Poetry, : 


But ſhou'd we allow this to Virgil, Horace, 
&. muſt Fannius come in for the ſame Pri- 
viledge becauſe a taking, and Popular Writer. 


But after all, what if the Aſſertion it ſelf; 
that the Wits of the Auguſtan-Age agreed in 
this Manner be falſe ? (ornificius, Aufer, and 
others; were at profeſs d Enmity with Virgil, 
if we may believe the Author of his Life; 
(which Ruæus, who has confuted his Errors, 
does not contradict) nay this pretended In- 
timacy of all the Wits and Poets is falſe from 
Ovid's Account of himſelf, who owns, that 


he had only ſeen Virgil. So that this Clamour 


of our little Writers and Poets amounts to no 
more than this, that ſeveral Men of Wir and 
Poetry were very well acquainted, and very 
good Friends. And ſo it happens in all A- 
ges and Nations, where there are at the ſame 

time many of Figure in the tame City, fre. 
quenting the ſame Places of Reſort. But 


ſtill, as I have obſerv'd, this yields no 
I | C2 advantage 
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ad vantage to ſucceſsful Poetaſters, or diſad van- 
tage to ſuch Men of Merit, Taſte, and 
Learning, who will not run away with the 
Vague which is generally form'd by the Igno- 
rant; for Horace himſelf adviſes Piſo, not to 
take Pains to pleaſe the Mob, the Million, or 
the Vogae-Makers; which ſhews that there 
then were ſuch Men who had the X of 
getting a tranſitory Reputation by pleaſing 
them, who yet cov'd not ſatisfie ſuch Jud- 
ges as Horace, N N 


Thus ſome New Scriblers of after Age. 
may plead for themſelves, that the Wits of 
this Age liv'd in a good Correſpondence be- 
cauſe Mr. Hycherley did ſo with my Lord 
Rocheſter, the Earl of Dorſet, Mr. Dryden, 
and ſome others, and with equal Truth. 

Mr. Wjcherley was indeed of an affable, eaſie, 
good Temper, and perfectly inoffenſive to all 
Company, and knew how to be Civil over 

a Glaſs to Mr, Darfey as well as to Mr. Dry- 

den, but this was no mark of his Friendſhip 


or Intimacy. 


Nor cou'd Mr. Dryden's, or my Lord Ro- 
cbeſter's praiſe of him have avail'd him much, 
if he had not had innate Worth of his own. 
Nay he was himſelf not pleas'd with the 
Praiſe of the latter. 2 


; For 


| For that fowneſs my Lord Rocheſter tax'd 
bim with, he abſolutely deny'd his due, 
notwithſtanding his CorreQneſs. Tis cer- | 
tain he writ not ſo many Comedies as Mr. 
Shadwell, but then it muſt be confiderd 
that he writ not for Profit, and that the 
third Day was the leaſt conſideration that 
ſet him to Work; Reputation he only aim» 
ed at, but perform'd with as much Eaſe and 
_ Diſpatch as any Man whatever. 


YES Ce 


Wee draw now to the concluſion of his 
es i Life. When finding, that he had yet many 
ot F Debts calling upon him, contracted by the 
e- Infidelity of his Servants, he had a Mind 
al to go out of the World even with all Men, 
1, and therefore, as he informed me, propoſed 
h. to his Couſin and Heir, that be {hou'd join 
ie, in raifing Money enough to diſcharge them, 
all viz. The Sum of One Thouſand Pounds. 
er But whether they cou'd not agree on the 
„ Lerms, or whatever was the Occafion, this 
wh Matter was delay'd fo long, that he found he 

muſt either die in Debt, or make uſe of the on- 
ly Means his Father had left in his Power, of 
clearing what he ow'd, and that was by 
Marrying ſome Lady, ' whoſe Fortune 
might be ſufficient to anſwer all his De- 

mands that . | 


| Aceordingly ſome few Days before his f 
Death, he was privately Married in his own 
ä Chamber. 
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Chamber to 4 young Gentle woman, and fet- 5 
tled on her a very handſome Jointure for her 


Dowry, with which his Debts were diſ- 
charg'd, and he departed this Life in the 


Roman Catholick Perſuaſion, Eleven Days 
after the Celebration of his Nuptials, in 


the Month of Januar) 1715-16. about the 


Eightieth Year of his Age, and his Body 


was decently Interr'd in the Vault, belong- 


5 : 


Garden. 


ing to the Pariſh Church of St. Paul Covent 


C 


_ rater. He was of a Strong yet graceful 
Perſon, an Eye quick and piercing, of Vi- 


| lace ſomething long, tho lengthen'd by Age, 
- 


a Wit ſprightly, entertaining, and inoffen- 
five, a valuable Companion, and a fincere 
Friend. No Man ever writ with more 
Witor more Applauſe with the Judicious, 


and yet no Man ever aſſum'd Jeſs in Con- 
verſation on thoſe uncommon Excellencies. 


He wou'd never be wiſer than his Compa- 
ny, but had that of Horace in his Mind, 
Dulce eſt deſipere in Loco. In ſhort helivd 
and dy'd belov'd, and eſteem'd by all who 
knew how to Pay a juft deterence to uncom- 
Merit. | 4 „ 


I ſhall add no more but his General Cha. 5 
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A 1 of Mr. Wr- 
|  cayrRLEy and his Writings. _ 
By the Right Honourable 
GECROE GRANVILLE Lord | 

Lanſdown. » 


7 F all oar Modern Wits, none Ps to 85 

Once to have roucÞ?d upon true Comedy, > 

Bat haſty Shadwell, and ſlow Wycherley. 5 

Shadwell's unfiniſpd N. ors do yet impart © 
Great Proofs of N ature”s Har % none of Art: 
Bat Wycherley earns _ er he gains, 

H wants no Judgment, and he ſpares v0 Pains. 

1 Lord Rocheſter Poems. 


This Character, however juſt in other 
| Particulars, yet is injurious in one, Mr. H- 
cherley being repreſented as a laborious Wifi 
ter, Which every Man who has the leaſt 


Perſonal Knowledge of him can contradict. 
Thoſe 


1 


Thoſe indeed who form their Judgment 
only from his Writings, may be apt to ima- 
gine ſo many admirable Reflections, ſuch 
diverſity of Images and Characters, ſuch 
ſtrict Enquiries into Nature, ſuch cloſe Ob- 
fervations on the ſeveral Humours, Manners, 
and Affections of all Ranks and Degrees of 
Men, and, as it were, fo true and ſo perfect 
a Diſſection of Humankind, deliver'd with 
ſo much pointed Wit and Force of Expreſſi- 
on, could be no other than the Work of 
extraordinary diligence and Application: 
Whereas others, who have the Happineſs 
to be acquainted with the Author, as well 
as his Writings, are able to affirm theſe 
happy Performances were due to his infinite 
Genius and natural Penetration. We owe the 
Pleaſure and Advantage of having been ſo 
well entertain'd and inſtructed by him, to 
his Facility of doing it: For, if I miſtake 
him not extremely, had it been a Trouble 
to him to write, he would have ſpar'd him- 
| ſelf that Trouble. What he has perform'd 
would indeed have been difficult for ano- 
ther; but the Club which a Man of ordina- 
ry Size could not lift, was but a Walking- 
ſtaff for Hercules. % ·˙· a 


Mr. Myͤcherley, in his Writings, has been 
the ſharpeſt Satyriſt of his Time; but, in 
his Nature, he has all the Softnefs of the 
tendereſt Diſpoſitions: In his Writings he 


N * 


18 
5 
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e 
severe, Bold, Underrakiog'; in his Natute 
Gentle, Modeſt, Inoffenfive : He wikkes/tſe 
of his Satyf; as u Man _ brave of his 
Courage; only upon ick Oechfions, 
and för Pühlicit 68547 He compafffonates 5 
Voutrds he is under a Neceffity te ptobe, 
or, like à good natur'd Conqu ves 
at the Wen rd Kenna, him te make 
ſuch Havok.” e ne 
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There are-who object to his Verſification 4 
But a Diamond is not leſs a Diamond for 
not being poliſt?d. Verſification is in Poe- 
try, what Colouring is in Painting, a beau- 

tiful Ornament: But if the Proportions are 
juſt, the Poſture true, the Figure bold, and 
the Reſemblance according to Nature, tho' 
the Colours ſhould- happen to be rough, or 
careleſly laid on, yet may the Piece be of 
ineſtimable Value: Whereas the fineſt and 


the niceſt »Colouring. Art can invent, is but 


Labour in vain, where the reſt is wanting. 
Our preſent Writers indeed, for the moſt 
part, ſeem to lay the whole Streſs of their 
Endeavours upon the Harmony of Words; 
but then, like Eunuchs, they ſacrifice - their 
Manhood for a Voice, and reduce our Poe- 
. try to the like Eccho, N othing but Sound. 


In Mr. Wheherle every ching! is Maſculine: 5 
His Muſe is not led forth as to a Review, 


but as to a Battle; not adorn 'd for Parade, 
B but 


*** * 


26] 


but nn : He would be tr 05 by the 
. Sharpneſs of his Blade, and not y the Fi. 
nery : Like · your Heroes of Antiquity, he 
charges in Iron, and ſeems to deſpiſe all Or. 
nament, but intrinſick Merit: And like 
thoſe Heroes has therefore added another 
Name to his own, and by the unanimous 
Conſent of his Contemporaries, is diſtin. 
N 3 by the juſt 2 of * 
To er 0 8 
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MENT of WILLIAM. 
wic HERLET, Ed 


E. 2 Curio . Dante. 
Cui. Extract. 


1 the Name of GOD Amen. .- 


T WILLIAM WYCHERLET, ol 
the Pariſh of St. Paul Covent · Garden, in 
the County of Middleſex, Eſq; being in- 
frm of Body, but of good and perfect Me- 
mory, praiſed be GOD; do make and Or- 
dain this my Laſt Will and Teſtament in 
Manner and Form following; vis. Firſt, 
and Principally, I commend my Soul into 
the Hands of Almighty G O P, hoping 
through the Merits and Mediation of m ay 
Bleſſed Lord and Saviour JESUS CHRIST, 
to inherit Eternal Life; My, Body I com- 
it to the Earth to be decently Buried in 
Chriſtian Burial, at the diſcretion of my 
Executor herein after Named, in certain ex- 
pectation of a Joyful RESURRECTION T 
Jat the laſt Day; and in reſpect of my 
Worldly Eſtate, I diſpoſe thereof as fol- 


bweth ( that IS. .to ſay ) Wat I Order 
„ and 
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and Direct, that all the Juſt and Lawful 
| Debts which I ſhall owe at the time of my 
Deceaſe, ſhall with the Charges of my Fu. 
nmneral, be in the firſt place duly Paid, and 
Diſcharged; all the reſt and reſidue of all 
= and ſingular my Eſtate, Ready Money, 
Plate, Jewels, Goods, and Chattels what- 
1 ſoever, (my Debts, Funeral Expences, Pro- 
bate of this my Will, and all other neceſſa- 
ry Charges relating to the due Adminiſtra- 
tion of my Eſtate, being firſt Paid and 
Diſcharged) I give and bequeath unto my 
Dear and well beloved Wife ELIZABETH 
 WICHERLET; and of this my Laft Will 
and Teſtament I do hereby make and ap- 
Point my loving Kinſman THOMAS 
SHRIMPTON dof the ſaid Pariſh of St. 
24 Covent-Garden, Eſq; fole Execu- 
tor, hereby revoking and making void all 
former Wills by me made, and declaring 
this preſent Teſtament to be my True and 
Laſt Will. In Witneſs whereof I have 
hereunto ſet my Hand and Seal the One and 
Thirtyeth Day of December, Anno Domini 
1715. and in the Second Year of the Reign 
of our Sovereign Lord G EO RE, &. 


Williaw Wicker ty, 


"i 


Signed, 


£ 


preſence 
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D Robatum fit hujuſmodi Teſtum. apud 
| London, Coram venli. viro Johanne Ex- 
ton, Legum Doctore Surrogato venlis. et egregis 
viri JoharinisBetteſworth, Legam etiam Dotis- 
riſ. Curie Prerogat. Cantuar. Magri. Cuftodis 
fue Com, ltime Conſtitutis Decimo Tertio die 
Aenſis Januarii, Anno. Dom. Millimo Septri- 
gemo deci mo quinto jurato. Thoma. Shrimp- 


ton, Executor. in dicto Teſto. norat cui Com. 


_ miſſa. fait Adminiſtrat omnium et Singulorum 
bonorum jurium et Creditorum dicti def. De bene 
et fidel. Adminiſtrand. ead ad Sancta Dei Evan- 


gelia Jurato. 
| Exam.” is. 5 nd 
p Welham, Regiſt. Dept. 


"4 ae 


\ Publiſhed and Declared / | 
by the Teftator, WILLIAM VI. 
CHER LE, as and for his Laſt Will and 
Teſtament in the preſence of us, who have 
atteſted the ſame as Witneſſes thereto in his 
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Dear Ser, L 


O U have found a way to make me 
| tisfyed with my abſence. from Lon. 
> Aon; nay, what is more, with the diſtance 
WW = which is now betwixt you and me. That 
W' . indeed uſes to Jeffen Friendſhip, but gives 
'Þ me the greater Mark of yours by your kind 
8 Letter, which I had miſs'd if 1 had been 
neearer to you: So that I, who receive no 
ERents here, yet muſt own if I did, I coud 
n ct receive greater Satisfaction than I had 
from yours, worth even a Letter of Ex- 
change, or Letters Pattents ; For I value 
your Friendſhip more than Money, and 
am Prouder of your Approbation than I 
| thould be of Titles; For the having the 
good Opinion of one who knows mankind 
ſo well, argues ſome merit in me, upon 
- which every Man ought to conſider himſelf 
more, than upon the Goods of Fortune, 
I had rather be thought your Friend in 
= proof of my Judgment and good Senſe, 
1 than a Friend to the Muſes; and had rather 
have you than them thought mine. If I 
a mas you ſay, at once Proud and Humble, 
W' Pris ſince Ihave known I have had the honour 
| to pleaſe you; tho' your Praiſe rathet * 
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bles than makes me (tho? a damn'd Poet) 
more vain. For it is ſo great, that it rather 
ſeems the Railery of a witty Man, than the 
Sincerity of a Friend; and rather proves the 
Copiouſneſs of your own Invention, than 
- juſtifies the Fertility of mine. But I fear I. 
am forfeiting the Character of the Plain- 
dealer with you; and ſeem like vain Wo- 
men or vainer Men, to refuſe Praiſe, but 
to get more; and ſo by returning your 
Compliments, ſhew my ſelf grateful out of 
Intereſt, as Knaves are punctual in ſome 
payments, but to augment their Credit. 
And for your Praiſe of my Humility, ( the 
only mark of my Knowledge, fince it is 
a mark of my knowing my ſelf,) you have 
prais'd that to its Deſtruction, and have gi- 
ven me ſo much, you have left me none. 
Like thoſe Admirers who praiſe a young 
Maid's Modeſty till they deprive her of it. 
But let me tell you, tis not to my humility 
that you owe my Friendſhip, but to my 
Ambition, ſince I can have no greater than 
to be eſteem d by you, and the World. 
your Friend, and to be known to all Man: 
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EE 
my Love to you in my Abſence, but by 
my jealouſie. I would not have my Rivals 
in your Friendſhip rhe Comgreves, the Dry. 
dens, the N alſbes, and the reſt of your Ta. 
vern Friends enjoy yout Converſation white 
1 cannot; Tho? I confeſs, tis to their in- 
tereſt to make you dumb with Wine, that 
they may be heard in your Company; tho 
it were more the Demonſtration of their 
Wit to hear you, than to be heard by you. 
| For my own part, Iam'Ambitious'of your 
Company alone in forme Solitude, whete 
you and might be all one. 
For J am fure if I can pretend to any Sence, 
Tean haves Laffructi0n ar artet K itn" 6 
Life, better than your Example and your 
= My Service, pray, to all my Friends, that 
 - &, todllyoirs whom know, and beck 
| table (as often as you can) to the abſent; 
Which you good Wits ſeldom are; I mean 
Ide charitable with your Letters to. 


Jour humble Ser vun. 


* R 
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Pray let me have more of your Letters, 
| tho” they ſhould rally me with Compli- 

ments undeſervd as your laſt has done; 
for like a Country Eſquire I am in love 


With 
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it, and tho? it abuſes me while Lenjoy it. 
1 Tour humble Servant. 


3 Cleve wear Shrewsbury 1 


Feb. the qth 1693 — wet. 
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Have received yours of the 2oth of No- 
vember, and am glad to find by it, that 
| however your Friends are loſers by your 
Abſence from the Town, you are a Gainer 
by it of your Health; which every one 
you have left behind you, (but () 
may be thought a Friend to; and the more 
each Man is your Friend, the more heis 
fatisfy'd with your Abſence, which tho? 
it makes us ill for want of you, makes 
you well for want of us: Your taking no 
leave of me ( which you would excuſe), I 
take to be one of the greateſt Kindnefſes 
. you ever ſheu'd me; for I could no more 
fee a Departing Friend from the Town, 
than a Departing Friend from this Life ; and 
 fure tis as much kindneſs and good breed- 
ing to ſteal from our Friend's Society un» 
known to *em (when we muſt leave 6 - | 
to their Trouble) as it is to ſteal out of a 
_ Room, after a Ceremonious Viſit, to pre- 
- 1 vent 


with a Town Wit's Converſation; the? it be 
but ata Diſtance, that I am forced to have 


PPP 


U * "OOO 
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ORE. 
4 vent trouble to him, whom we would 
Oblige and Reſpect; fo that your laſt Fault 
(as you call it is like the reſt of your 
4 Faults, rather an Obligation than an Offence, 
= tho” the greateſt Injury indeed you can do 
A your Friends, is to leave 'em againſt their 
Will, which you muſt needs do, You tell 
me youconverſe with me in my Writings, 
J muſt confeſs then you ſuffer a great deal 
for me in my Abſence, which (tho? I would 
have you love me) I would not have you 
do; but for your truer Diverſion, pray 
change my Countrj-Mife for a better of 
your own in the Country, and exerciſe 
your own Plain-Dealing there, then you 
will make your Country Squire better Com- 
pany, and;your Parſon more fincere in your 
Company than his Pulpit, or in his Cups: 
But when you talk of ſtore of Delights you 
find in my Plazn-Dealer, you ceaſe to be 
one; and when you commend my Conntry- - 
Wife, you never were more a Courtier ; 
and I doubt not but you will like your next 
Neighbours Country Wife better than 
ou do mine, that you may paſs our time 
tter, than you can do with my Country- 
Wife; and like her Innocence more than 
her Wit, ſince Innocence is the better Bawd 
to Love; but enjoy my Wife and welcome 
in my Abſence, I ſhall take it as civilly as 
a City Cuckold; I was ſorry to find by 
you that your head ak'd whilſt you writ 


me 


me your Letter. Since I fear twas from 
reading my Works (as you call them) not 
from your own / Writing, which never 
gave you Pain, tho? it would to others to 


Friends at the Roſe, who ſince your abſence 
oven they ought not to go for the Witty 


Club, nor is Wills the Wits Coffee Houſe - 


any more, ſince you left it; whoſe Society 
for wane of yours is grown as Melan- | 
ly, that is as dull as when you let 

'em -a Nights, to their own-Mother Wit, 


their Puns, Couplets, or Quibbles; there- 


chol 


fore expect not a Witty Letter from any of 
them, no more than from me, ſince they 
nor I have converſed with you theſe three 
Weeks. I have no News worth ſending 


you, but my next ſhall bring you what | 


we have; in the mean time let me tell you 
(what I hope is no News to you) that your 
Abſence is more tedious to me, than a Quib- 


bler's Company to you; ſo that I being ſick 


yeſterday, as I thought without any cauſe, 
reflected you were Forty or Fifty Miles off, 
and then found the reaſon of my Indiſpo- 
tion, for I cannot be well ſo far from you, 
who am we "ans 
W Dear Mr. Dennis 


Tour obliged hamble Servant, 
: : W. Wycherley. 


London, Dec. | 1694. 7 
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Pray pardon me chat I have not Connes 
2100 your Letter, for I have been very 
buſie this laſt Week about Law Affairs, 
that is, e Dull and Idle, tho very Active. 
Tour Friends of the Coffee-Houſe and the 
Roe, whether Drunk or Sober, Good Fellows 
or Good Wits, ſhow at leaſt their Senſe, I 
valuing you and yours, and ſend you all 
their Service; and never are more Wits, 
and leſs Poets, that is, leſs Lyars, than when 
they profeſs themſelves your Servants. 
For News, . lives Soberly, 
| Ch—— goes to Bed Bacly'; ; D*VUrfey ſings 
no like a Poet, that is, without being ask d: 
And all the Poets, or Wits, at- Wills, ſince 
your departure, ſpeak well 'of the Abſent; 
Bal —— ſays his ill Looks proceed rather 
for want of your Company, than for having 
had that of his Miſtreſs ; even the Quib» 
lers and Politicians, have no Double - mean- 
ing ben they ipeak well of you; by 
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T Have had yours of the 31 of March, 

to which I ſhould ſooner have returned 
an Anfwer, had I not been forced to rake 
a little turn out of Town; but your Let- 
ter to me, brought me not more ſatisfaftion 
than your laſt to Mr. Mole gave me diſqui - 
et for you. Since by that I find how un- 
eaſie you are. 'Yet know my Friend from 
one ſufficiently experienced in love diſaſt 
ers, that Love is often a kind of loſing 
Loadam: in which the loſer is moſt often 
the gainer. If you have been deprived: of 
4 Miſtreſs, conſider you have loſt a Wife, 
and tho? you are diſappointed of a ſhort ſatis 
faction, you have likewiſe eſcaped a tedi- 
ous vexation, which Matrimony infallibly 


comes to be, one way or other; ſo that 


your Misfortune is an accident, which yout 


true Friends ſhould rather Facilitate than 


Commiſerate. You told me in your a 
that you were no more Maſter of your ſelf, 
then how ſhould I help rejoycing at the 
reſtoration of your Liberty? A Man might 


as reaſonably be ſorry for His Friend's reco- 


very from Madneſs, as for his recovery from 


— . — 
. 2 a Oe Fre + >; > PP 


Love, (tho? for the time a pleaſant Fren- 
zy ;) ſo that, your Miſtreſſes Father; 
has rather been your Doctor than your 
Enemy. And you ſhould not be angry with 
him, if he cures you of your Love diſtem- 
per, tho? by a means a little too violent, for 
next to his Daughters cure of Love, his may 
prove the beſt; well, pray be not angry, 
that I can be pleas'd with any thing that 
can ſo much diſpleaſe you. I own my 


Friendſhip for you has a little Selfiſhneſs in 
it, for now you cannot be ſo happy as you | 


wou'd in the Country, I hope you will 


make us as happy as we can be in Town, 


which we ſhall be as ſoon as we have your 

Company : For know my Friend, change of 
Air after a love Diſtemper, may be as good 

as : tis after a Fever; and therefore make haft. 
to Town, where a great many Doctors have 


engaged to compleat your Cure. Your | 


Friends will do any thing to root out the 
remains of your Paſſion. The witty Club 
will grow grave to inſtruct you, and the 
grave Club will grow gay to delight you. 
. Wh Will turn a Philoſopher, and I will 
grow a good Fellow, and venture my own 
| health for the recovery of your good Hu- 


| mour; for J had rather be ſickin our Com. 


pany, than for want of it, who am, 
| OE oo nn OT 
Tour moſt unalterable Friend and 
hbumble Servant, © 


W. Wyckerley. 
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Th Poſtſcript. 1 5415 | 
Pray pardon me for not writing to you 


before, or rather for writing to you ſo dul- 
ly now, which T hope will be my beſt ex- 


cule for my not writing ſooner. All your 


Friends of the Coffee-houſe are well, and 


what is no news to you, are in ſpight of your 
Abſence your conſtant humble Servants. nh 


; London, April 11 . 85 
LETTER IV. 
To Mr. DEN NI S. 


Dear Sir, 7 8 1 


J Lately received from you ſo kind, and 
ſo witty a Reproach for my not writing 
to you, that I can hardly repent me of my 


fault, ſince it has been the occaſion of my 
receiving ſo much ſatisfaction : But you have 


had a reaſonable excuſe for your ſilence, 


lince you ſay I promis'd to write to you firſt, 


which is very true; and I had kept my 
promiſe, but for my conjecture that you 

could not ſtay fo long out of Worthampton- 
ire; nor was I it ſeems, miſtaken in that. 
But be aſſur'd, dear Sir, I think there can be 


no better End, or Deſiga of my writing, 


than £ 


: 


e * 


e 
dtunan in its procuring me the ſatisfaction of 
receiving ſomething of yours; eſpecially, 
ſince I have no other way left me now of 
converſing with you. But it ſeems, you for- 
bear to relieve me out of Charity, ſince you 
lay your trouble was ſo great, that you were 
unwilling to communicate it to me, leſt it 
Thould add to mine. I ſee your Wit can do 
any thing, make an omiſſion of a Kindneſs 
a greater obligation, and if you complain 
but to your Miſtreſs, - as wittily as you 
do to your Friend, F wonder not at her 
Cruelty, nor that ſhe ſhouid take plea- 
ſure to hear you complaint ſo long. But 
my Friend have a care of complaining to her, 
with ſo much true Senſe, leſt it ſhould diſ- 
parage your true Love; and indeed, that! 
fear is the only cauſe you are ſutfer'd to com. 
plain ſo long, without the ſucceſs which 1s 
due to your Merit; Love, and Wit, from 
one, who, you ſay, has her ſelf ſo much; 
with your Pardon, I ſha'l hardly! be- 
lieve, tho you are her Voucher, if ſhe docs 
not do what you wou'd have her, that 15, 
do you and her {elf Juſtice as faſt as ſhe can; 
ſince ſhe muſt needs believe you a warm and 
ſincere Lover, as much as I believe you1 
Zealous and a true Friend. And I am ſo 
well acquainted with Love and you, chat! 
believe no body is able to alter your Love, 
or adviſe your Reaſon ; the one being as Un. 
alterable as the other infallible, and you 8 
jo 1 oug 
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can Love and be Wiſe, And to the Wiſe, you 
know, a word is enough, eſpecially ſince 


r. | paſſion; becauſe it would be in vain. If 
u Love be in you as in other Men, à violent 
re Paſſion, it is therefore a ſnort Frenzy, and 
ir | ould be cur'd like other Diſtempers of 
jo that kind, by your Friend's humouring it, 
CE rather than oppoſing it. Vet pardon me, 
n | if I prefcribe the common remedy of curing 
uf one Love with another. But whether you | 
er will let me be your Doctor or no, [ muſt at 


. leaſt wiſh you well, who am, 


7 _— (Dear Sir,) 
Tour moſt Obliged Affectionate Friend, 
757 _.- + ard hamble Servant, 


| _—* © _ = _— 


you gave me a caution againſt oppoling yu 
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